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ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-FIRST COMMENCEMENT
On Monday, June 13, the largest class in Kenyon history was graduated with the traditional exercises in Rosse
Hall. Of the 120 young men who received diplomas, 23 were graduated as Bachelor of Arts with Honors, 14
others cum laude, 3 magna cum laude, and 1 summa cum laude. And 1 Bachelor of Philosophy was conferred on
a member of the Class of 1919, who recently completed his work for the degree.
The degree of Bachelor in Divinity was conferred on four graduates of Bexley Hall. Two Kenyon men re
ceived the Honorary Degree of Doctor in Divinity, another the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology,
and six non-Kenyon men were honored with degrees for their work in church, in business, in the field of automo
tive safety, government, science, and in the press.
It was a notable commencement because of the large number of graduates and particularly because of the dis
tinction which their work merited.
The Commencement Week End got off to a good start with the Senior Class Dinner in the Commons on Friday
evening. This was an innovation which was so successful that it will be repeated. The members of the senior
class, the fathers who had arrived at that time, members of the faculty and the administration gathered for a
last get-together with the Class of 1949. Don Ropa, representing the seniors, spoke of the times through which
his class had passed, many members having left for war service and returned to complete their work, of what the
class had accomplished and what it hoped to accomplish individually in the future. Dr. Salomon, who had been
chosen to speak to the class, gave an earnest and stirring talk, and President Chalmers sent the class out into the
world with the good wishes of everyone connected with the College.
At 9 o'clock the same evening in Peirce Hall, alumni, faculty, seniors and juniors gathered for the annual Smoker
and it was an unusually large and successful affair.
Saturday was given over to meetings in the morning and athletics in the afternoon. The meetings of the Ex
ecutive Committee and the Alumni Council are covered elsewhere in this issue. The Board of Trustees met as
usual, but the business of both bodies was concluded by mid-afternoon. Rain threatened constantly, but there was
tennis on the Har-tru Courts and the Softball game on Benson Field. Many visitors took advantage of the oppor
tunity to inspect the new Wertheimer Field House.
{Continued on page i )
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ALUMNI NOTES
ROBERT A. WEAVER, '12, was elected
president of the Council on World Affairs re
cently. His position as chairman of the board
of the Ferro Enamel Corporation, which has
plants in several foreign countries, makes his
interest in foreign affairs unusually keen. As
a community leader he has "helped to give
Cleveland its great reputation not only as an
industrial center but as a city with an alert
civic conscience," wrote Bertha Wellman, In
dustrial Editor of the Cleveland Press, at the
time of Mr. Weaver's election. As an alumnus
and trustee of the College we can add that he
has been a loyal and vigorous force in repre
senting Kenyon always with her best interests
in mind.
JOSHUA H. KANEKO, '27, recently wrote
to Professor Coffin from Tokyo reviewing the
years since their correspondence lapsed. His
writing was occasioned by recent receipt of the
Alumni Bulletin. His letter was timely and in
teresting and included a poem which he had
written for Kenyon College some time ago. It
is hoped that we will be able to print the full
text of Mr. Kaneko's letter in the next issue
of the Bulletin.
NOVICE G. FAWCETT, '31, who has had
a long and distinguished career in the Ohio
public school systems, has been chosen the new
superintendent of schools for Columbus, Ohio.
A native of Gambier, he has held superintend
ences in Gambier, Defiance, and Bexley, and

The Ven. Donald Wonders, '13, Archdeacon of
the Diocese of Ohio, who was elected to the Board
of Trustees of the College by the Alumni at their
annual commencement meeting.

The Ven. Donald Wonders, '13, Bex. '16,
of Cleveland, was elected alumnus trustee to
succeed The Rev. J. Francis Sant of St. Louis,
whose term expired this year.
Don Wonders has been a loyal and de
voted Kenyon and Bexley man since his grad
uation. He was ordained Deacon in 1916 and
Priest in 1917 by Bishop Leonard. He served
as Assistant Minister at St. Martin's Church,
Cleveland from 1916 to 1918, and Assistant
Minister of Trinity Cathedral, Newark, New
Jersey from 1918 to 1921, was Rector of St.
Paul's Church, Mt. Vernon from 1921 to 1925,
Rector of Grace Church, Sandusky from 1925
to 1944 and has been Archdeacon of the Dio
cese of Ohio since 1945.
Mr. Wonders has served on many commit
tees in connection with the work of the Semi
nary, and is thoroughly familiar with both the
history and the present aims of Bexley Hall.
He will serve the alumni of the College and
of the Seminary well as a member of the
Board of Trustees.
Alan Goldsmith who has just completed
his first term as trustee was re-elected. He is
a member of the Nominating Committee of
the Board and of the Honorary Degree Commitee, and is Chairman of the Trustee Com
mittee on Admissions. His experience will be
doubly valuable during his second term.
was first
assistant superintendent in Akron
when the Columbus Board of Education select
ed him from the more than fifty men who were
being considered for the post. His work in
Bexley was of such high quality that the presi-

(Continued on page 3)

Alumni Council Minutes
The following are excerpts from the min
utes of the Alumni Council meeting held in
Gambier on June 11.
Present: President Brereton, Vice-President
Hammond, Secretary Brown and the following
members of the Council: Messrs. Sturges, '24,
Boyd, '24, Mitchell, '41, Widmer, '38, Loving,
'41, Cooke, '47, Tozzer, '39, MacDonald, '35,
Henry, '11, Mallett, '34, Boren, '38, Coolidge,
'12, Christopher, '29, Smith, '16, Stansfield, '26,
Caples, '30, Fitch, '27, Watts, '43, and Wood,
'35; also Mr. Rahming, Dean Bailey and Di
rector of Athletics Pasini.
The report of the Alumni Loan Fund Com
mittee was made by the Secretary for the Com
mittee: that there had been little change in the
Alumni Loan Fund since the last report and
that there is now a balance available for loans
of $2292.37. The report was approved.
It was moved, seconded and unanimously
passed that: the Alumni Council of Kenyon
College authorize the College Attorney to
relinquish all claims to proceeds of the sale of
the Cauca Valley Bonds ($570.00), ownership
of which is in question, in connection with the
estate of Leo W. Wertheimer.
The above action was taken on the recom
mendation of the Executive Committee of the
Council and on the advice of Mr. Dempsey who
reported that it had been proved that these
bonds were purchased by Mr. Wertheimer's
mother in 1926 and that they belonged to her
estate, although they were found in Mr. Wertheimer's box. Mr. Dempsey was of the opin
ion that Mr. Wertheimer had simply neglected,
through inadvertence, to earmark the bonds as
his mother's property.
Mr. Brereton then announced that the Ex
ecutive Committee had nominated as the alum
nus who would be awarded the Gregg Cup for
1948-49 as having done the most for the Col
lege during that year Mr. Albert C. Whitaker,
of the Class of 1888, of Wheeling, West Vir
ginia. This choice was unanimously approved.
The citation accompanying the award is as
follows:
"Albert C. Whitaker of the Class of 1888
of Wheeling, West Virginia for his devo
tion to and support of the College through
all the years since his graduation, as active
alumnus and member of the Board of Trus
tees; and especially for his thoughtfulness
and timely action since the day of the
tragedy of Old Kenyon, when he conveyed
to the President of the College his offer of
the first and one of the largest gifts for the
restoration of the old building: by which
action, he started the flow
of generous
gifts during the past three months, un
paralleled in any like period of Kenyon's
history."
Mr. Walter C. Curtis reported for the Nom
inating Committee, which consisted of James E.
(Continued on page 9)
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YOUTSEY, '98

Thomas O. Youtsey, '98, of Covington, Kentucky,
receiving the Peirce Cup on behalf of the Class of
1898. Having missed the cup by a narrow margin
at their fiftieth reunion last year, *98 returned in
force this June to have the largest percentage of
their living alumni on the Hill despite keen com
petition from several other classes.

B U L L E T I N

Restoration Work Begun

Kenyon School of English

Where Old Kenyon stood for more than
one hundred twenty years workmen are com
pleting the task of clearing the debris in prep
aration for the construction work which will
begin as soon as the working plans arrive from
New York. Two huge cranes have already re
moved the broken rock, the plaster, and bricks
that filled the basement of the East Wing and
trucks are carrying the rubble away. But not
far away, for it is being dumped all along the
western slope of the Hill, from directly behind
Old Kenyon to Mather Hall, in order to widen
the road and extend the parking area for stu
dents who live in Old Kenyon and Hanna Hall.
Surrounding the vast hole on all sides are
the stones which were salvaged for the recon
struction. Most of these, which must number
into the thousands, have been marked as to
location, for the work will be a restoration as

The hard work and the many hours of it
in preparation for the first session of the Ken
yon School of English last year were rewarded
with high success, and this year with experi
ence behind them Professors Ransom and Coffin,
Senior Fellow and Dean of the School respec
tively, entered into the task of organization
with only one question in mind: Could last
year's successful session be equaled? Their
answer can be found in the enthusiasm shared
by more than one hundred students, auditors,
and Fellows for the idea, the School, and the
work.

WHITAKER, '88

Once again a distinguished faculty has been
assembled. Allen Tate and Eric Bentley, who
was making a study of the postwar theater in
Europe, have returned. John Crowe Ransom,
who is currently at the University of Utah's
Summer Writers Conference, will return for
the final
three weeks of this year's session.
New Fellows include Herbert Read, British
scholar and critic, Yvor Winters, poet and
Stanford University professor of English, Rene
Wellek, from Yale University, Mark Schorer,
critic and professor, and Philip Rahv, editor
of the Partisan Review.

ALUMNI NOTES
(Continued from page 2 )
dent of the school board there called him "the
best all-round school man in the country."
LT. COL. CHARLES P. MOTTO, '35, has
been named assistant professor of military sci
ence and tactics at Texas A & M College,
College Station, Texas. Colonel Motto served
with distinction in the Far East during World
War II and after reverting to inactive status
in December, 1947, was recalled to active
duty last September.
DR. LEONARD SWANSON, '35, profes
sor and head of the department of mathematics
at Coe College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is now en
gaged in research work for the Collins Radio
Co. in addition to his regular college duties.
His brother, C. ROBERT SW ANSON, '32,
recently returned to Washington, D.C., after
spending two years and nine months in Cairo,
Egypt, for the FBIS.
THE REV. KENNETH W. KADEY, '41,
and Mrs. Kadey are the parents of Ken, Jr. as
of April 28. Ken, Sr. is now rector of Calvary
Church, Williamsville, New York.
GABRIEL PAOLOZZI, '41, received the
degree of Master of Arts from the University
of Southern California June 11. Gabe is doing
his advanced work in French.
ROBERT E. WILSON, '41, is now asso
ciated with the New England Mutual as a
district agent in Lima, Ohio. He is currently
a trustee of the Lima Life Underwriters As
sociation, a member of the board of the Lima
Y. M. C. A. and active in the local Junior
Chamber of Commerce.
(Continued on page 5 )

Representing nearly half a hundred univer
sities and colleges and coming from twenty-six
states and four foreign countries, the Kenyon
School of English presents a strangely cosmo
politan picture in rural Ohio, but not at all
an unpleasant one. The purposeful attentiveness and the universal participation of the stu
dent body and faculty alike in all phases of
the School's activity are perhaps the most com
pelling features of this second summer session.

PORTER, '49
President Chalmers presents the Gregg Cup to
Louis Whitaker, '50, of Wheeling, West Virginia,
who received it for his grandfather, Albert C.
Whitaker, '88. Mr. Whitaker was awarded the
trophy "for his devotion and support of the College
through all the years since his graduation . . . and
especially for his thoughtfulness and timely action
since the day of the tragedy of Old Kenyon. . . ."

well as a reconstruction. At the periphery of
these acres of stones are the construction com
pany's sheds, tools and materials. An inter
esting sight in the midst of the busy and noisy
activity is the Prayer Cross, enclosed by a make
shift board fence. It seems incongruous at first,
but when one remembers the history of the
great building it would be unnatural for it not
to be there — symbolic of the original purpose.
The rediscovery of the cornerstone of
Bishop Chase's first College caused some mo
mentary excitement a few days ago. It had
been out of sight since the building of the
East Wing in the eighteen-thirties. Upon
opening it college authorities found only some
broken glass and a few bits of paper. How
ever, further research may provide more inter
esting news than the initial discovery.

Bill Porter, '49, of Dayton, Ohio, son of the Rev.
Dr. Phil Porter, 12, Trustee of the College, and
brother of the Rev. Phil Porter, Jr., '40, receives
the Anderson Cup and a handshake from President
Chalmers. The trophy was given to Bill in recog
nition of his work as president of the Student
Council.
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B U L L E T I N

HOFFMAN TELLS GRADUATES
ECA STOPS KREMLIN COLD
Paul G. Hoffman made a short address to the graduating seniors. It is being reprinted here
because the message it contains is of universal interest, but more especially because it is from one
of our most responsible government officials, who is an Honorary Alumnus, Trustee, and the father
of five Kenyon sons.
In the presence of this graduating class
and particularly those students who have won
honors, I find myself somewhat overwhelmed
by a feeling of humility. During my brief
career as a college student, I was never on
any dean's honor roll. In fact, the faculty
of the university I attended showed a strange
lack of interest even in having me continue as
a member of its student body.
I like to think that the reason for my failure
to achieve honors was because it was not
fashionable or even respectable to be a good
student when I was in college. Those who
made Phi Beta Kappa were regarded as suspi
cious characters.
Of course, that is all changed now. Even
before the war it was smart to make good
marks. Since the war, as a result of the influx
of serious-minded G. I. students, it has be
come downright bad form to flunk a course.
Who knows — even I might have made Phi
Beta Kappa under these changed circumstances.
My oldest son Hallock did, right here at Ken
yon, which may prove something although my
confidence in what it proves about me is tem
pered by the knowledge that his mother, unlike
his father, finished
her college career and
graduated at Wellesley.
In view of my dim academic record, I con
sider it a very great honor indeed, to be asked
to speak at this commencement. Kenyon Col
lege has a very special place in my affection
and regard; due, in part, to the fact that it
honored me by asking me to become a trustee,
but more particularly because all five of our
boys have been students at Kenyon at some
time during their college careers.
Under the inspired leadership of President
Gordon Chalmers, Kenyon College is living up
to the very best tradition of American colleges.
It seeks truth and teaches truth, encouraging
the spirit of free inquiry and guaranteeing
academic freedom both to its teaching staff and
student body. That has been Kenyon College's
way of life . . . and it is a good way . . .
an American way. I can think of nothing more
important than its preservation.
I would like now to address my remarks
specifically to members of the graduating class.
The Declaration of Independence states that
all men are endowed with certain unalienable
rights . . . among them the pursuit of happi
ness. The fathers of our Republic set great
store by this right. It has been acclaimed by
hundreds of writers in both prose and poetry.
Therefore, it is with some trepidation that I
offer the observation that it is a right without
substance if we interpret that phrase "pursuit
of happiness" literally.

I have known many, many people who have
devoted their lives to the direct pursuit of
happiness. I do not know of one who ever
caught up with it. Happiness always comes
as a by-product of useful living. Please un
derstand that I offer this observation without
enthusiasm. Personally, I have always had a
secret ambition to be a playboy and therefore
I wish that playboys were a happy lot. But
they are not. On the other hand, these dis
tinguished citizens Kenyon is honoring today
have, I am sure, found great happiness in liv
ing. Three I know very well, Howard Bruce,
Pyke Johnson, and Erwin Canham. They have

Professor John Black Resigns
Dr. John Black, Professor of Speech, has
resigned to accept a professorship at Ohio
State University, President Chalmers has an
nounced.
"His vigorous and effective work in build
ing up the Department of Speech and the work
in dramatics is one of the notable accomplish
ments in contemporary Kenyon history,"
President Chalmers said. "We shall miss him
as a colleague and as a friend."
Dr. Black came to Kenyon in 1935 and be
gan his teaching in the English department.
The following year he established the Depart
ment of Speech. In 1943 he was made director
of the Voice Communication Laboratory of the
National Defense Research Council. The Col
lege loaned him for this wartime service for
two years. He received the Presidential Cer
tificate of Merit for this contribution to the war
effort.
Since his return to the Hill after the war,
he has done similar research under contract
with the United States Navy. He has served
as director of the Voice Communications Lab
oratory at the Naval Training Center at Pensacola, Florida, since August, 1947, in ad
dition to his duties as chairman of Kenyon's
Speech department.
Dr. Black is executive secretary of the
Ohio College Association and has served a
term as president of the Central States Speech
Association.
Professor James E. Michael, also a member
of the Department of Speech, will serve as
chairman of the Department. A successor to
Dr. Black has not yet been appointed.

Professor Ransom On Leave

Alighting from a special train which brought them
to the One Hundred Twenty-first Commencement
are Howard Bruce, former deputy administrator of
E. C. A., Harry White, president of the B. & O.
Railroad, Paul G. Hoffman, E. C. A. administrator,
and Pyke Johnson, president of the Automotive
Safety Foundation. Mr. Bruce and Mr. Johnson
received honorary degrees at the exercises.

devoted their great talents to the service of
Others. They have never pursued happiness
but happiness has come to them.
The importance of by-products has been
brought sharply home to me during the past
year in watching the operation of the Marshall
Plan. That Plan, as you know, was offered
the world in an address by General Marshall
at Harvard University, June 5, 1947. It was
short . . . only eight minutes . . . and all it
proposed was that the European nations get
together and work out a plan which gave
promise of restoring social and political con-

(Continued on page 8)

John Crowe Ransom, Carnegie Professor
of Poetry at Kenyon and editor of The Kenyon
Review, has accepted an appointment as visiting
professor at Indiana University for next year.
He will take leave of absence from his work at
Kenyon. Professor Philip Blair Rice, associate
editor of the Review, will be acting editor in
Mr. Ransom's absence.

Buildings Undergo Change
Work is proceeding in the conversion
of Styers Hall (sometimes called Rosse
Hall Annex) from a wrestling, boxing and
gymnastics room to additional storing and read
ing space for the library, which has long been
taxed beyond its normal capacity.
Complying with fire regulations, the Col
lege will shortly begin to construct three com
pletely new stairways in Hanna Hall. Dean
Bailey hopes that the work will be done before
the College reopens in the fall.

A L U M N I

ALUMNI NOTES
{Continued, from page 3)
WILLIAM C. SEITZ, JR., '41, and Miss
Ann Cleveland Driggs of East Orange, New
Jersey, were married in St. Thomas Church,
Newark, New Jersey, on June 14. THE REV.
WILLIAM C. SEITZ, SR., K. 15, B. '17, Pro
fessor of Homiletics at Bexley Hall, performed
the ceremony. THOMAS SEITZ, '49, was his
brother's best man. William, Jr. is studying
for the ministry at Bexley Hall.
WILLIAM C. BRADFORD, '43, recently
became the Cleveland representative of Con
struction Methods magazine, a McGraw-Hill
publication. He had previously been with the
market development department of American
Steel & Wire Company.
SAM S. FITZSIMMONS, '43, and Mrs.
Fitzsimmons became parents June 2. Samuel
Dechant Fitzsimmons should be ready to
graduate from Kenyon in 1970, and a couple
of years later from Harvard Law School,
if he follows in his father's footsteps.
Sam is now an attorney with the firm
of
Baker, Hostetler, and Patterson, Cleveland.
PAUL G. WILLIAMS, '43, and Miss
Dorothy Embree Scott were married in Christ
Church, Short Hills, New Jersey, June 25.
Paul is with the advertising firm of N. W. Ayer
& Son, Inc., in Philadelphia.

B U L L E T I N

Bexley Campaign a Success
The Annual Bexley Campaign, conducted
each year to raise additional income for the cur
rent expenses of Bexley Hall, the Divinity
school of Kenyon College, has passed the goal
of $18,000 set last year by the Campaign Com
mittee, according to an announcement of the
Very Reverend Corwin C. Roach, Dean of the
Seminary. Contributions from 108 parishes in
33 dioceses have amounted to $18,039.21 to
date and late responses are still being received.
Bexley Hall has experienced an expansion
since the end of the war which could not have
been handled satisfactorily without this sup
plementary income to meet its increased ex
penses. Enrollment is double its normal pre
war level, but the faculty has been enlarged
proportionately.
The Campaign has been primarily an alumni
project under the direction of William H.
Thomas, Jr., '36, of Cleveland, who has been
serving as lay chairman. Among the Bexley Hall
alumni who have been on the committee are
the Rev. D. Maxfield Dowell, K. '26, B. '28,
Cleveland, the Rev. G. Russell Hargate, K. '31,
B. '32, Elyria, and the Rev. John R. Pattie,
K. '25, B. '30, Gates Mills. The Ven. Donald
Wonders, K. '13, Archdeacon of the Diocese
of Ohio, is the treasurer of the Campaign.

HARRY C. DOLAN, '46, is engaged to
be married to Miss Marilyn Jane Stuart of
South Orange, New Jersey, according to an item
in the New York Times.
JOHN M. SWOPE, '47, is now assistant
to the cultural attache at the U. S. Embassy in
Paris. John has spent the last year studying
at the Sorbonne as an exchange student. He
was formerly a member of the French faculty
at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio.
PETER J. WICK, '47, was graduated from
the New York Medical College June 8.
JACK VRIEZE, '47, was married to Miss
Patience Greey in Trinity Church, Princeton,
New Jersey, June 18. The Vriezes plan to
make their home in Pensacola, Florida, where
Jack is working in the School of Aviation
Research with PROFESSOR BLACKS Voice
Communications Laboratory.
JAMES B. MILLS, '47, was married to Miss
Birgit Hasselblad in All Saints Lutheran
Church, Detroit, Michigan, May 7.
CLYDE K. RHEIN, '47, is now associated
with the law firm
of Edmiston, Boldizar,
Schneider & Zellmer in Cleveland. Clyde grad
uated from Western Reserve Law School last
year.
EDWARD D. JUDD, '47, is engaged to
be married to Miss Catherine Elizabeth Waycott
of Martinsville, Indiana.
GEORGE T. HEMPHILL, '47, is engaged
to Miss Margaret Glenn Allison of Minne
apolis, Minnesota. George received his Master's
degree from the University of Minnesota in
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Lois Chevalier Resigns
from Publicity Post
Mrs. Douglas Chevalier, who for the past
three years has so ably handled all phases of
the College's public relations, has resigned in
order to accept a position with the New York
Herald Tribune. During her time in Gambier
she succeeded in making the entire community,
College, and village publicity-conscious and in
proving that we should "never underestimate
the power of a woman." A Phi Beta Kappa
from Ohio University, her work had wide ap
peal, carrying news of Kenyon into the small,
selective journals as well as the large, popular
newspapers. On the Hill she made the Pub
licity Office a place of continuous interest that
attracted items which might otherwise have
escaped public notice.
Mrs. Chevalier's severest test was met in
the early morning hours of February 27, 1949,
when fire destroyed Old Kenyon and took nine
young lives. The rumors, the false facts and
the subtle implications that might have done so
much harm to the College and everyone con
nected with it were overwhelmed by the wealth
of facts and their substantiations presented
quickly and directly to the nation's press, as
Kenyon College began the struggle to reha
bilitate and restore.
The College wishes Mrs. Chevalier every
success in her new work and wishes to express
its gratitude for her three years of keeping
"Kenyon in the Public Eye."
Arthur C. Barton, '49, succeeds Mrs. Cheva
lier in the position of Director of Publicity.

LIBRARY NOTES

The Reverend Harry St. Clair Hathaway, B. '99,
of New York, chatting with Frank G. Wright, '99,
of Cincinnati. Hathaway was given a Doctor in
Divinity degree at the One Hundred Twenty-first
Commencement exercises.

1948. He is now an instructor in the Univer
sity where he is studying for his doctorate.
CHARLES W. PARTON, '48, was married
June 18 to Miss Jacqueline Rose Everett of
Ames, Iowa, in the Reformed Church, Bronxville, New York. Charles is in his second
year at Cornell University Medical College in
New York.
DOUGLAS O. NICHOLS, '48, was award
ed the degree of Master of Fine Arts by the
State University of Iowa at the June 11 com
mencement. Doug, who is now attending the
{Continued on page 12)

Mrs. Arthur J. Cox of Iowa City, Iowa,
recently gave to the Kenyon College Library a
bound set of Harper's Magazine, Vol. 1-114,
116-117, which has been added to the Library's
collection, giving it a complete file
of the
magazine. The gift, which is a very generous
one, was made possible through the efforts of
Charles McKinley, '40, and James Amo, '49.
While pursuing graduate work at the State
University of Iowa, Charles and Jim interested
Mrs. Cox in Kenyon College. She paid Gam
bier a brief visit in the summer of 1948 before
Charles left for Dublin, Ireland, to continue
his work at Trinity College, and while here be
gan to understand Charles's and Jim's love for
the place. Her gift was offered shortly there
after.

BEXLEY NOTES
THE REV. NORMAN S. RICE, B. '43,
has accepted a call to become rector of St.
Alban's Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, after
having been assistant at St. Luke's Church,
Montclair, New Jersey, for three and one-half
years.
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CLASS OF 1949
Bachelor of Arts with Honors
Richard S. Bower, New York, N. Y.
William T. Bulger, Jr., Flint, Mich.
J. Robert Busenburg, Danville, Ohio
Daniel P. Dunlap, Rochester, N. Y.
Bernard Futter, New York, N. Y.
David St. L. Hill, San Francisco, Calif.
Thomas J. Howell, Pittston, Pa.
Herbert Kamins, Louisville, Ga.

George F. Lenz, Cincinnati, Ohio
Louis J. Levinson, Pittsburgh, Pa.
Daniel R. Mason, Findlay, Ohio
Daniel J. McCaustland, Kansas City, Mo.
Donald S. McCreary, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Charles W. Moorman, III, Covington, Ky.
John D. Nesbet, Lakewood, Ohio

Harold J. Abplanalp, Hubbard, Ohio
Charles E. Andreas, Mount Vernon, Ohio
Santo J. Artino, Cleveland, Ohio
Raymond D. Ashman, Lakewood, Ohio
Walker M. Bagby, Birmingham, Mich.
Melvin H. Baker, Jr., Buffalo, N. Y.
Britton E. Balzerit, New York, N. Y.
Arthur C. Barton, Jr., Tuckahoe, N. Y.
Harvey T. Basinger, Lima, Ohio
Donald R. Behm, Baltimore, Md.
Bruce P. Bell, Oak Park, III.
George R. Benner, Erie, Pa.
John B. Birdsall, Buffalo, N. Y.
John W. Borden, San Jose, Calif.
Andrew J. Bowers, Niagara Falls, N. Y.
Robert R. Branen, Slaten Island, N. Y.
Clark R. Burwell, Painesville, Ohio
Jack E. Carter, Akron, Ohio
William A. Cheney, Manlius, N. Y.
Edward F. Clark, Jr., Steubenville, Ohio
Robert H. Cohn, Stamford, Conn.
Stanton E. Deeley, Mount Vernon, Ohio
Thomas O. Doremus, Pontiac, Mich.
Philip R. Douglas, Norman, Okla.
Forrest C. Eley, Newark, Ohio
Robert G. Farmer, Jr., Columbus, Ohio
David Fink, Irwin, Pa.
Howard J. Fischer, Mansfield, Ohio
Richard C. Fornoff, Chicago, III.
Todd M. Frazier, Jr., Onarga, III.
Alan W. Grantham, Evanston, 111.
Clarence R. Grebey, Jr., Chicago, III.

Charles C. Griesinger, Medina, Ohio
Edward Henkel, Jr., Grosse Pointe Park, Mich.
Charles D. Hering, Jr., Tiffin, Ohio
Willis S. Hough, Longmeadow, Mass.
William J. Houk, Mansfield, Ohio
Bernard S. Hoyt, Holyoke, Mass.
Howard Janis, Forest Hills, N. Y.
Arnold A. Johnson, Hubbard, Ohio
Bertram A. Josephson, New York, N. Y.
Kingsley C. Kadey, Buffalo, N. Y.
Jack Kasai, Jr., Los Angeles, Calif.
Charles T. Koehler, Hamilton, Ohio
Theodore R. Kolter, Lima, Ohio
William R. Kuhn, Shaker Heights, Ohio
Edward M. Kuzma, Cleveland, Ohio
William H. Lang, Lakewood, Ohio
Jene R. Lindsey, Kenova, W. Va.
Walter L. Lynn, Jr., Forest Hills, N. Y.
Harry M. Mathis, Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio
Douglas G. Maxfield, Muskegon, Mich.
Edgar F. McGuire, Buffalo, N. Y.
Marvin M. Mell, Akron, Ohio
Robert R. Miller, Canton, Ohio
Worcester B. Morrow, Cincinnati, Ohio
Peter A. Navarre, Monroe, Mich.
Rex R. Nelson, Greenville, Mich.
Paul L. Newman, Shaker Heights, Ohio
John R. Nicholson, Steubenville, Ohio
James R. Packard, Detroit, Mich.
Richard A. Paisley, Lakewood, Ohio
John E. Park, Grosse Pointe, Mich.
William C. Porter, Dayton, Ohio
Eric Propper, New York, N. Y.

John O. Perry, Melrose, Fla.
William A. Reinke, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Donald W. Ropa, Fort Wayne, hid.
Donald S. Rothchild, Westport, Conn.
Lloyd O. Shawber, Mansfield, Ohio
George L. Sidwell, Jr., Gambier, Ohio
Joseph Smukler, Philadelphia, Pa.
Charles W. Williamson, Mount Vernon, Ohio

Bachelor of Arts
Arnold H. Randell, Jr., Niles, Ohio
John L. Reich, New York, N. Y.
Eppa Rixey, III, Terrace Park, Ohio
David L. Sanders, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio
Robert L. Scheel, Akron, Ohio
Charles F. Schreiner, Wilmington, Del.
Gordon E. Schroeder, Kenton, Ohio
William C. Seiberling, Akron, Ohio
Thomas C. Seitz, Gambier, Ohio
George T. Shantz, New Hartford, N. Y.
Richard K. Shirk, Birmingham, Mich.
James M. Shivas, Pleasant Ridge, Mich.
William H. Shriber, Shreve, Ohio
Warren E. Sladky, Cleveland, Ohio
Donald G. Slawson, Jr., Grand Rapids, Alich.
Harold A. St. John, Jr., Pontiac, Mich.
James P. Storer, Birmingham, Mich.
George L. Striebing, Lakeivood, Ohio
Theodore K. Thomas, Manistique, Mich.
Robert S. Thompson, Hamilton, Ohio
George O. Tilton, West Hartford, Conn.
Richard C. Tresise, Lakeivood, Ohio
Edwin M. Uyeki, Cleveland, Ohio
Guy G. Wedthoff, Jr., Grosse Pointe, Mich.
Joseph Weiner, Rosedale, N. Y.
Richard L. Welty, Port Clinton, Ohio
Frank T. Whitney, Jr., Saginaw, Mich.
Charles D. Williams, III, Chevy Chase, Aid.
Oscar E. Williams, Newport News, Va.
William R. D. Wilson, Cincinnati, Ohio
Raymond L. Woodall, Jr., Newport News, Va.
Harry G. Ziegler, Jr., Jackson, Mich.

Bachelor of Philosophy
William L. Carr, Arlington, Va., as of the
Class of 1919

Bachelor in Divinity
Harry W. Henning, Toledo, Ohio
John D. Hughes, Youngstown, Ohio

Cloud C. Rutter, Jr., Sharon, Pa.
Kenneth K. Shook, Bell aire, Ohio

Honorary Degrees
Doctor of Science

Doctor in Divinity

Doctor of Laws

Merle Antony Tuve, Director, Department of
Terrestrial Magnetism, Carnegie Institu
tion of Washington

Benjamin Martin Washburn, Bishop of Newark
Harry St. Clair Hathaway, sometime Dean of
St. Mary's Cathedral, Philadelphia
Dorsey Maxfield Dowell, Rector, Christ Church,
Shaker Heights

Pyke Johnson, President, Automotive Safety
Foundation

Doctor of Humane Letters
Erwin Dain Canham, Editor, The Christian
Science Alonilor

Doctor of Sacred Theology
Eugene Frederick Bigler, Rector (retired),
Saint Andrew's Church, Beacon, N. Y.

Charles Edward Merrill, Partner, Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Beane
Howard Bruce, Deputy Administrator, Eco
nomic Cooperation Administration
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The largest graduating class in the one hundred twenty-five years of Kenyon's history marches to the com
mencement exercises. One hundred twenty men received their B.A. degrees; four were graduated from
Bexley Hall, and nine were awarded honorary degrees by the College.

COMMENCEMENT
{Continued from page 1 )
In the evening President and Mrs. Chalmers
gave the usual dinner for Recipients of Hon
orary Degrees, and in the Speech Building the
musical comedy "This Will Do!" was pre
sented for the parents of seniors and for any
others who wished to attend. In the evening
the fraternities held their meetings and dinners
and the Singing on the Path, which began about
7:30 and lasted until after 10:30, was unusually
beautiful and unmarred by rain, as it had been
the year before. The Reunion Tent and the
Delta Kappa Epsilon and Alpha Delta Phi
Tents, erected on the south campus, did a
thriving business until long after nidnight.
There were the usual parties in the parlors in
Leonard and Hanna Halls.
Sunday dawned clear and warm for the
Fourth Annual Kenyon Klan Breakfast, which
was held as usual just outside Rosse Hall.
There the Kenyon athletes of past and pres
ent met to visit and to exchange memories of
events as far back as the beginning of the
century and as late as the spring of 1949.
For the Baccalaureate Service, the Chapel
was packed and many were turned away. The
Bishop of Newark delivered the sermon, and
the Chaplain of the College conducted the ser
vice. At noon the usual meeting of the Phi
Beta Kappa Society was held in the President's
Office and at 1 o'clock the alumni, seniors, and
their fathers and college guests gathered for the
Alumni Luncheon in Peirce Hall. There Rich

ard C. Lord, of the Class of '31, now Director
of The Spectroscopy Laboratory of M. I. T.,
made the address, which is reprinted in this
issue. Louis Brereton, '34, President of the
Alumni Association, presided. President Chal
mers awarded the Anderson Cup, the Gregg
Cup, and the Peirce Cup, and there was the
usual brief meeting of the Kenyon Alumni
Association.
President and Mrs. Chalmers were at home
to all the college guests from 4 to 6 that after
noon at Cromwell House, and the long line
which formed early was still in evidence late
in the afternoon. That evening the Library
Supper, which has come to be a regular part
of the Commencement Week End, was held in
Norton Hall where the capacity of the room
was taxed. Later the guests went up to the
Reeves Room where the Librarian made a de
tailed and very interesting report on the work
of the Library during the past year, and Mr.
Canham, Editor of The Christian Science Moni
tor, talked interestingly of the work of li
braries in the newspaper field, and on his ex
perience as a delegate to the United Nations.
The second performance of "This Will Do!"
was presented to a capacity audience in the
Speech Building, and at 9:30 seniors and
alumni gathered on the steps of Rosse Hall
for some of the finest
singing Kenyon has
heard for a long time, led by Louis Whitaker,
'50. It was a clear, still night and the voices
rang out over the large audience seated around
Rosse Hall and echoed against Peirce Hall in
the background.

The One Hundred Twenty - first Com
mencement, after the long academic procession
from the Chapel, was as impressive as Ken
yon Commencements always are. The size of
the class and the many families of the graduates
present taxed Rosse Hall to its doors, and many
visitors were obliged to hear and see what they
could of the ceremonies from the porch and
from the lawn in front of the building. Dr.
Merle A. Tuve, of the Carnegie Institution of
Washington, gave a splendid commencement
address and Paul Hoffman, Administrator of
E. C. A., spoke briefly on the success of
the Marshall Plan in Europe. After the ex
ercises the guests gathered for the Commence
ment Luncheon in honor of the Class of 1949
and the Recipients of Honorary Degrees in
Peirce Hall, and after that there was the usual
general exodus from Gambier.
Bexley Hall continued its part of the week
end program with Evening Prayer and the Pre
sentation of the Bexley Crosses at 5 o'clock in
St. Mary's Chapel, and at 6:30 the banquet of
the Bexley Society and Alumni, which hereto
fore has been held on the Friday evening be
fore Commencement, was held in the private
dining room of Peirce Hall.
On Tuesday at 11 o'clock the Ordination
Service was held in the Church of the Holy
Spirit.
It was an unusually successful and enjoyable
Commencement Week End. More alumni were
back than had registered in 1948, in spite of
the loss of Old Kenyon and the housing short
age.
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OBITUARIES
THE REV. WILLIAM J. BARRETT, K.
'99, B. 16, died April 30 in Los Angeles,
California. Until 15 years ago he was rector
of St. Paul's Church, Conneaut, Ohio, when
poor health forced him to continue his minis
try in the West.
JAMES CROSSER, JR., '04, died August
30, 1948 in Chicago, Illinois.
DR. WILLIAM COOPER RUSSELL, '08,
suffered a fatal heart attack on April 22 in
Chillicothe, Ohio, while he was at the Vet
erans' hospital there. Dr. Russell served in
the first World War and practiced medicine in
Centerburg, Ohio, from 1923 until 1931 when
he returned to his native Mount Vernon. He
was a member of the American Legion and
the Elks lodge.
WILLIAM J. KUNKLE, '09, passed away
of a heart attack January 22, 1949 at his home
in Ashtabula, Ohio.
BENJAMIN N. HAYWARD, '12, died in
Abilene, Texas, June 19, 1947.
HOMER W. JOHNSTON, '17, died in
Memphis, Tennessee, September 8, 1948.
SHERWOOD O. HIRSTIUS, '25, prom
inent Cleveland attorney, died in Lutheran Hos
pital, Cleveland, April 25. Mr. Hirstius was
associated with the law firm of Miller & Hornbeck from 1932 until the time of his death.
The son of a Republican political leader, he
was all his life active in the affairs of the party,
particularly with the Young Republicans. He
was a member of the Cleveland and the Ohio
Bar Associations. THE REV. MAX FIELD
DOWELL, K. '26, B. '28, officiated at his
funeral.
JULIUS L. HEINIG, '33, died July 26,
1948.

HOFFMAN ADDRESS
(Continued from page 4 )
ditions in which free institutions could exist.
There would be American help, he said, in
converting such a plan into reality.
The first by-product of the Plan has been
stopping the Kremlin cold in its drive to
communize Western Europe.
That came about despite the fact that Gen
eral Marshall made it clear at Harvard that the
policy he advocated was not directed against
any country or doctrine. It had only one pur
pose: to help men find a way to live in decency,
dignity and freedom.
And we, in ECA, have stayed squarely
beamed on that concept. We have concentrated
our activities on helping Europe bring about
improved conditions.

B U L L E T I N

Charles C. Fisher
Four days before he would have been 94
years old, Charles Clement Fisher died. Mr.
Fisher was the oldest living alumnus of Kenyon College, having graduated in the Class of
1876. He was also the oldest living alumnus
of Marion, Ohio, High School and Harvard
Law School.
Mr. Fisher had been invited back to the
Hill for the 1949 commencement week end, but
was forced to send his regrets, not because of
any infirmities, rather because the Harvard Law
School Alumni Association had planned a
special reception for him in Cambridge, Mas
sachusetts. He added that he wished to send
a "special lament for the loss of (his) old
home for 4 years." He was a loyal member of
the Middle Kenyon Association.
An exceptional student in his undergraduate
days, he was graduated from Kenyon as vale
dictorian of his class and was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa. After graduation from Harvard
Law School in 1878, Mr. Fisher practiced law
in Cincinnati and later in Marion, Ohio, for
more than sixty years before he retired. The
last years of his life were spent at St. Cather
ine's School, Richmond, Virginia, where his
daughter, Miss Hope Fisher, was dean.
While Mr. Fisher claimed that he was
"never popular as a political candidate," his
public life was richly associated with local and
national history. He gave of himself not only
in the law courts but also in education, jour
nalism, and in many civic and charitable or
ganizations.
A close personal friend of War
ren G. Harding, he knew every president from
Andrew Johnson to Harry S. Truman, except
Arthur and Cleveland.
Although he had no sons, his second
daughter, Ruth Fisher Sawyer, presented him
with two grandsons, both of whom are Ken
yon men. In his death the College suffers the
loss of an outstanding alumnus and an un
usually fine gentleman.
I don't want you to get any idea from what I
have said that all is sweetness and light in
Europe. Quite the contrary. Even before the
Marshall Plan went into action the Kremlin
had declared a "cold war" upon it. That war
is still going on. The increasing frenzy of their
efforts during the first year of the Plan's op
eration has been, perhaps, the sincerest tribute
to the success which the Europeans have
achieved, with our help.
But let us not forget that the defeat of
Russia in the "cold war" has been, I repeat, a
by-product. We do not know, as yet, the
extent of that defeat, but there are some indi
cations that Russia has now decided upon a
policy of "Stop, Look and Listen." That will
have significance only if it is translated into
a decision that to "live and let live" is her
wisest policy.

Which" brings me to the second by-product
of the Marshall Plan. And that is the devel
oping sense of unity which the Recovery Pro
gram has brought to the free nations of West
ern Europe and to this free nation of ours.
Whatever plans the Kremlin or any other ag
gressor of the future may have for the world,
must take this new condition into consideration.
General Marshall saw the Recovery Program
as a joint effort and the goal as joint recovery.
The Foreign Economic Act called upon the par
ticipating nations to forget nationalism in view
ing their problems and in working toward
that goal. It proposed the fullest use of each
nation's resources in the interest of their com
mon welfare.
It proposed the restoration of
their economies upon the broad foundation of
their joint capacities rather than within the
restricted and separate frames of a multitude of
individual nations.
This was a bold departure from previous
customs and previous thinking. To grasp its
implications fully, one has only to think back
over European history. As far as men can
remember these nations had been political as
well as economic rivals. They had no common
language, no common monetary systems, and
their cultural patterns, in many cases, were
vastly different.
I do not mean to imply that the idea was
entirely new. Over the centuries men of vision
had dreamed of European unity as the answer
to her many problems and as her best assur
ance of peace. Those dreams, however, had
generally been dismissed as Utopian and vision
ary.
Under the European Recovery Program
those dreams now have moved into the realm
of the practical. To be sure, the Program's
field is primarily economic. But the Marshall
Plan nations are learning to work together
by working together. The dream of a United
Europe now makes sense . . . down to earth
common sense. The realists of Europe are
making this dream their own.
Just what may ultimately come of this par
ticular by-product of the Marshall Plan no one
at this time can say. Many of us, however,
have high hopes that whatever comes of it will
bring into being the kind of world in which
you young men will want to live ... a world
based on enduring peace with justice and free
dom for all the people. It would be the kind
of world in which all these atomic secrets . . .
for example . . . would be put to constructive
rather than destructive purposes. The kind of
world in which equality and certainty of op
portunity would give each individual the maxi
mum potentiality for growth and . . . as a
by-product . . . happiness.

A L U M N I

B U L L E T I N

9

ALUMNI COUNCIL MINUTES
{Continued from page 2 )
Brown, '25, Chairman, Walter C. Curtis, '37,
Ralph F. Gordon, '08, and Frank M. Mallett,
'35. The committee's nominations were as fol
lows:
For President of the Council Louis M.
Brereton, '34, Bex. '38; for Vice-President
George B. Hammond, '30; for SecretaryTreasurer Robert B. Brown, '11; for mem
bers of the Executive Committee Robert
W. Tuttle, '37, to succeed himself and
Richard C. Lord, '31, to succeed Donald R.
Smith, '16; for members of the Council to
be elected by the Council Richard C. Lord,
'31, to succeed Lester G. Wood, '35, and
William G. Caples, '30, to succeed himself.
On motion duly seconded the foregoing
were unanimously elected.
The committee then reported that it would
recommend to the Alumni Association the fol
lowing:
For President of the Kenyon Alumni As
sociation Louis M. Brereton, '34, Bex. '38,
to succeed himself; for Vice-President
George B. Hammond, '30, to succeed him
self; for members of the Council at Large
to be elected by the alumni Walter C.
Curtis, '37, to succeed himself and Pierre
B. McBride, '18, to succeed Frank F. Ake,
'34.
Mr. Pasini was then called on to report on
the athletic situation and reported at some
length on the intercollegiate record of the
past year, the intramural program and other
matters pertaining to the athletic program.
There was general discussion concerning the
athletic budget, the burden of which was that
the College should make some contribution from
its operating budget to the athletic program and
not depend entirely upon student fees. There
were many parts of the athletic program which,
according to Mr. Pasini and Dean Bailey, need
strengthening and more money is needed. Mov
ed by Mr. Stansfield and seconded that it be
recommended to President Chalmers that dur
ing the academic year 1949-50 the College ap
propriate a minimum of $2000.00 from op
erating revenue to augment the appropriation
for salaries and the amount received from stu
dent fees: this additional money to be used by
the Athletic Committee at its discretion after
consultation with the Director of Athletics, the
Dean and the Coaches, it being the feeling of
the Council that this comparatively small
amount would vastly increase the effectiveness
of the athletic program to the undergraduates.
The Council requested as early a reply from
President Chalmers as possible, concerning this
matter. Unanimously passed.
Dean Bailey then talked at considerable
length about general morale in the College and
reported on the fraternity situation, rushing,
pledging, etc., and on undergraduate matters
in general. His report was on the whole fav

President Chalmers and Dr. Merle A. Tuve, who delivered the address to the Class of '49, lead the
academic procession up the path to Rosse Hall. The senior class lines both sides of the path as part
of the overflow crowd watches the traditional pageant.

orable although he says that there is consid
erable doubt as always as to the effectiveness
of the rushing and pledging system which has
been inaugurated for next year. Dean Bailey
reported the Student Government operating
satisfactorily and general morale of the stu
dents as good.
Mr. Rahming reported on admissions and
said that "the battle is on," meaning that the
peak of enrollment has passed and that from
now on it will be necessary to work hard in
order to secure the requisite number of satis
factory candidates for admission each year. He
reported on the meeting which had been held
the day before with Mr. Cless and Mr. Gold
smith, Dean Bailey, Mr. James E. Brown,
Chairman of the Faculty Committee on Ad
missions, and Mr. Robert Brown and said that
steps would be taken to straighten out and
make effective the alumni admissions program
during the coming year.
The Executive Committee then recommended
through the Secretary the passing of a resolu
tion on the death of the following alumni dur-

One of three tents in which commencement visitors
gathered to renew old acquaintances and make
new ones was the Alpha Delt big top. The Dekes
and the Kenyon Klan supplied the other two.

ing the past year, all of whom had at one time
or another served on the Alumni Council and in
other capacities:
Levi H. Burnett, '96
John M. Jerpe, '20
William R. Kinder, '14, Bex. '18
Edgar G. Martin, '96
Riley J. Moorehouse, '13
Henry B. Swearingen, '88
William N. Wyant, '03
The resolution follows:
Whereas God has called into eternal life,
, alumnus of Kenyon Col
lege and former member of the Alumni
Council of Kenyon College, and,
Whereas,
has been through
the years such a loyal and enthusiastic son
and supporter of both the undergraduate
and alumni activities of the College, and
such a fine personification of its aims and
ideals,
Be it resolved that, the Alumni Council
through its Executive Committee hereby
express its deep sense of gratitude for the
service of
to the College and
spread this tribute to his memory upon its
minutes.
Be it further resolved that a copy of this
resolution be sent to his family in token
of our sympathy for them.
Mr. Brereton then reported that President
Chalmers who had expected to speak to the
Council was detained in the Board of Trustees
meeting which was still in session and that he
had sent his regrets that he could not be pres
ent.
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ALUMNI LUNCHEON ADDRESS

Alumni Council President Louis M. Brereton, '34,
introducing Richard C. Lord, Jr., '31, Director of
the Spectroscopy Laboratory at M. I. T., who was
the Alumni Luncheon speaker on Sunday of Com
mencement Week End. Mr. Lord's speech is re
printed in full on this page.

EDITOR'S NOTE — Richard C. Lord is a
young scientist who received his undergraduate
education at Kenyon, and who is convinced, as
the following address will show, that a lib
eral arts education is a thoroughly sound
foundation for graduate study and future re
search in the scientific field.
This is such a
distinguished piece of work that we are print
ing it in full.
Dr. Chalmers, distinguished guests, men of
Kenyon —
When Bob Brown asked me to come here
today, I was happy to comply, for, like all
Kenyon men, I feel a deep sense of obligation
to the College and a consequent readiness to
respond to her call. Between us, Bob and I
agreed that this talk should be concerned with
the role of the small liberal arts college in the
training of scientists.
We are also agreed that I ought not talk
longer than twenty-five minutes. This was a
wise precaution for him to take in view of the
misfortune which once descended on a group
of Yale alumni assembled in just such fashion
as we are here today. The Yale group was
being addressed by an alumnus who was an
orator of the old school — a man of the cloth,
I believe, (but certainly not Bishop Hobson).
The speaker developed his theme from the four
letters of the word YALE, taking as the first
part of the theme words of appropriate senti
ment beginning with the letter Y. After fif
teen minutes the Y's had been thoroughly cov
ered and he proceeded to the A's. This letter
obviously gave him more scope, and a full halfhour was devoted to pertinent nouns beginning
with A. Another half-hour and he had covered
the L's and was well into the E's. At this
point a raucous voice from the rear benches
was heard to exclaim, "Thank heaven he ain't
from the Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology" !
It is presumptuous of me to speak to this
audience on the place of colleges like our own
in the training of scientists. All of you are

liberal-arts graduates and many of you are in
scientific work, and are better qualified than I
to discuss the subject. I ask you, then, to
accept my remarks for what they are — simply
my personal views which have developed from
my experiences first as a Kenyon undergraduate
and later as a graduate student and a practicing
scientist.
In his introduction to the Harvard study on
"General Education in a Free Society," Dr.
Conant complains mildly of the large output of
post-war words on the future of higher educa
tion and particularly of liberal-arts colleges.
We certainly do not want to increase this num
ber of words, especially in view of the goodly
collection of them already added by the Har
vard study itself. Let us therefore not spend
time worrying over the future of colleges like
our own. We all have a firm faith in the en
during place of Kenyon and her sister institu
tions in our educational scheme, and so I wish
only to consider the special case of the con
tribution these institutions can make in the
undergraduate training of scientists.
During the recent war it became strikingly
apparent that our vast reserve of scientific
man power was a military asset comparable in
importance to our tremendous capacity for pro
duction. There was available a seemingly in
exhaustible pool of technical personnel for as
signment to the great projects such as Dr.
Tuve's proximity fuze, the radar devices, rockets
and guided missiles and of course nuclear ex
plosives. This highly specialized man power
was a major factor not only in the success of
the projects but especially in completing them
quickly enough to be decisive in military oper
ations.
Our resources in trained personnel gave
rise to much amazement on the part of our
British ally, whose own supply was critically
short. The close scientific liaison which was
maintained between the two countries for
tunately enabled the British to husband their
relatively limited scientific strength. They could
confine their efforts to their most urgent projjects, and feel quite confident at the same time
that those projects which were left entirely in
our hands were being well prosecuted. How
ever, the large discrepancy in scientific poten
tial was not then, and is not now, overlooked
in Britain. In his recent address at the M. I.
T. Midcentury Convocation, Mr. Churchill
called attention to the British lack of large
technical schools of high standards, and warn
ed that this deficiency must be filled
if the
British commonwealth is to keep pace with the
increased technological demands of the second
half of the twentieth century.
This technological strength of course augurs
well for our national security and for the main
tenance and improvement of our high material
standard of living. It should not blind us,

however, to a serious defect. This defect is a
lack of balance both in the present system by
which we train our scientists, and in the use
which is made of them by industrial, govern
mental and academic laboratories. Before I en
large upon this point, I had better confirm ex
plicitly that I am using the term "scientist" in
the broad sense of the practitioner of applied
as well as of pure natural science. Thus, for
example, the engineer and the physician fall
within the scope of the term, and indeed to
gether form the larger numerical part of the
class of people we are talking about.
The lack of balance lies, I believe, in the
fact that we are too much concerned with the
end uses of scientific discovery. We are too
much inclined to ask, "What is it good for?",
when confronted with an account of some new
research work or a proposed field of scientific
activity. Our question implies that we are
overlooking or disregarding the fact that the
research which led in the past to many basic
discoveries whose scientific or social "good" is
at present accepted would not have stood up
satisfactorily to this kind of inquisition.
The question, "What is it good for?", is
not a new one, and the replies that have been
given to it by scientists of the past form a
kind of folklore of science. On one occasion
a century ago, 'Faraday was demonstrating the
recently-discovered phenomenon of magnetic
induction to Prime Minister Gladstone. Glad
stone asked the question with no effort to
conceal his contempt for this kind of puttering
around. Faraday's famous answer, "Some day,
sir, you will be able to tax it," must have a
particularly forceful meaning for public-utili
ties executives of the present day. On another
occasion Faraday replied in turn with a ques
tion, "What good is a new-born child?", a
(Continued on next page)
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Several members of the Class of '24 pause for a
moment during the commencement festivities to be
photographed.
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remark whose force is more apparent after a
little reflection.
Today our answer would be less compact
but because of broader experience perhaps more
convincing. Let us consider by way of example
three worthwhile objectives in applied science:
one, the development of an antibiotic of high
potency and widespread applicability; two, the
release and utilization of nuclear power; three,
a cure for cancer.
Fifteen years ago the attainment of these
objectives was doubtless recognized to be as
desirable as it is today. Today the first has
been achieved already in the development of
penicillin and related compounds. The second
has been partly achieved and is surely well on
the way to realization, the third unhappily
seems about as remote now as then. The point
I want to make, however, is that the basic and
decisive discoveries which led to these achieve
ments — namely those of penicillin by Florey
in England and of nuclear fission by Hahn in
Germany — were not made with these objec
tives in mind at all. On the contrary, the dis
coveries were essentially by-products of a kind
of endeavor which I would like to christen
"aimless research."
By "aimless research" I mean research car
ried out without reference to social or techno
logical objectives. It is research for which the
motive is purely the driving curiosity of the
investigator about some corner of the universe
which happens to interest him. When he feels
that his special part of the body of scientific
knowledge is deplorably uncomplete, that feel
ing is sufficient justification for his researches.
Society in the long run will do well to give a
qualified investigator with this motive such
material support as he asks, and then leave
him to his work.
Unfortunately the trend of scientific in
vestigation in the United States is not in the
direction of "aimless research." Recent figures
— for the year 1947 — show that only 10%
of our research effort is on so-called basic re
search, 5% being carried on by the Federal
Government, 4% by universities and 1% by
industry. Industrial laboratories, it goes with
out saying, have definite, and, from our point of
view, relatively narrow research objectives —
the development of new products and markets
and the improvement of old — and here the
yield of basic scientific discoveries per research
dollar or man-hour is small. No disparage
ment is intended of the fundamental contribu
tion of such brilliant industrial scientists as
Langmuir of General Electric, Carrothers of
duPont, or Davisson and Germer of the Bell
Laboratories, but the working hours of men like
these are inevitably crowded by the pressing
dertiands of the day-to-day problems facing their
industries.
The governmental laboratories are in a
somewhat similar position. The many labora
tories of the Armed Services necessarily devote
themselves mainly to the application of estab
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lished scientific knowledge to the art of war
fare. The regional laboratories of the De
partment of Agriculture, although less re
stricted, have nevertheless a definite practical
objective. Perhaps only the National Institutes
of Health and the National Bureau of Stand
ards can be said to devote an appreciable part
of their efforts to research unrestrained by im
mediate objectives.
Even in academic institutions, whose rela
tive share in the national research effort has
continually decreased in recent years, the tra
ditional dominance of "aimless research" has
been seriously challenged. With the cost of re
search rising with incredible rapidity, univer
sities have found themselves on the one hand
in financial difficulty to keep research facilities
up-to-date and on the other under pressure to
open these facilities to industry and govern
ment. As a result, so-called "Research Founda
tions" or "Divisions of Applied Research" are
now a part of nearly all the large academic in
stitutions. Through these agencies, a larger
and larger fraction of academic research effort
is being directed towards immediate and clear
ly-seen practical objectives. This trend is the
more serious in that the universities are the
production centers of new scientists. If the
tradition of "aimless research" in universities
is to be handed down — as it must be — to a
sufficiently large fraction of the next genera
tion's research men, it will not be at the hands
of professors who are engaged in other kinds
of research.
I do not believe that any competent author
ity is at present greatly in doubt about our
country's capacity for training enough scientists
to handle the heavy burden of research of all
kinds which faces us in the immediate future.
A more serious difficulty is that of endowing a
sufficiently large fraction of these trained men
with a sense of the supreme importance of
"aimless research." In this connection I should
like to quote some remarks of K. T. Compton,
the Chairman of the Research and Development
Board of our National Military Establishment.

Dr. Compton has recently said: "I am increas
ingly concerned over the fact that a major
portion of the fundamental scientific discoveries
and theories have been coming from Europe,
in spite of the far greater number of students
and generally superior laboratory facilities in
this country. The field of nuclear science and
atomic power is a good illustration, where, out
of say a dozen of the fundamental ideas, some
nine or ten have come from Europe, including
the original discoveries of radioactivity, of arti
ficial transformation of chemical elements, and
of nuclear fission.
Even in the field of inven
tion a surprising number of inventions which
the American public customarily ascribe to
American genius have actually originated in
other countries. The U. S. need not be asham
ed of its share, but this share has certainly not
been proportionately outstanding.
The one
thing which we in America accomplish to a
superlative degree is to take the new ideas,
from whatever source they may have come,
and develop them into useful applications en
gineered in superior manner for production.
Why has the U. S. not been relatively more
prominent in the production of the fundament
ally new ideas themselves? ... At M. I. T.,
we are wondering whether, even in the rela
tively free institutions like ours, the pressure
of numbers and the tradition of daily class as
signments and emphasis on grades may not be
acting to inhibit the discovery and development
of real genius. To be sure, we have some
Honors Courses, Cooperative Courses and Prac
tice Schools, and we have had a faculty com
mittee on 'superior students.' Yet we must ad
mit that the results have been only moderately
successful. Some way to fire the most gifted
students with a burning curiosity and a driving
enthusiasm for their subject, as against the
passing of successive lessons with high grades,
is still to be achieved on a satisfactory scale."
(End of quotation — Dr. Compton.)
It is my belief that in this task the small
liberal-arts colleges can make a contribution
{Continued on page 12)
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B U L L E T I N

Gifts Total $881,314.28
Robert B. Brown, Secretary of the College
and Secretary of the Alumni, reported at the
Alumni Luncheon that gifts during the aca
demic year just closing totalled $881,314.28.
Included in this impressive total were special
gifts for current purposes of $44,182.84; gifts
to the Kenyon Development Program $107,427.99.and the William Nelson Cromwell be
quest, estimated at $300,000.00 (of which
$200,000.00 has already been received). For
the restoration of Old Kenyon, for direct stu
dent relief $9628.43; for college relief $12,775.00 and for restoration of the building
$317,300.00. The total of all gifts for pur
poses arising from the fire
amounted to
$337,403.45.
Brown pointed out that the alumni have
contributed in the past three months for restor
ation of the building a total of $73,696.00
which with Kenyon Development Program con
tributions total $265,986.00 in the 3*/2 years
since the program was inaugurated. There have
been 1022 alumni gifts in that period.

ALUMNI NOTES
(Continued jrom page 5)
second session of the Kenyon School of Eng
lish, wrote thirty poems for his thesis.
WILLIAM A. CHENEY, '49, and Miss
Mary Martha Eagan were married in St. Vin
cent de Paul's Church in Syracuse, New York,
May 28. The couple are living in Columbus,
Ohio, where Bill is employed by the Jeffrey
Manufacturing Co. JEFFERSON D. ROBIN
SON III, '49, served as one of the ushers.
GEORGE W. MORRIS, '49, was married
June 25 to Miss Mary Vance Hard in St.
Andrews Church, Elyria, Ohio. THE REV. G.
RUSSELL HARGATE, K. '31, B. '32, rector
of the church, officiated.
ROBERT M. CARRUTH, '49, and Miss
Jeanne Louise Simpson of New Haven, Con
necticut, were married April 2 in the Little
Church Around the Corner, New York City.
ARTHUR C. BARTON, JR., '49, and Miss
Carolyn Dunphy of Bronxville, New York, are
engaged and will be married late in the sum
mer.

LUNCHEON ADDRESS
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to our national welfare entirely out of pro
portion to the numbers of scientists they pro
duce. To support this thesis, let us consider
for a moment the advantages that the small
college can offer a student of the sciences.
There is first and foremost a closer relation
ship between student and teacher. This close
ness makes for effective teaching, to be sure,
but even more it enables an awakening of in
terests and implanting of ideals which cannot
be so readily accomplished under the rather

formal circumstances which obtain in larger
institutions.
The advantageous student-teacher relation
ship is of further benefit because it exists in an
academic atmosphere of a broad interest. The
college faculty is not an aggregation of special
ists carrying out an assembly-line task. It is
rather a community of scholars whose collec
tive aim is to educate the student in wellrounded fashion, and who have divided up the
responsibility for the job according to the in
terests of the individual scholars. Thus from
the very beginning of his college training, the
small-college undergraduate has the oppor
tunity to acquire his science in proper perspec
tive among the fields of learning. He can be
taught naturally and effectively to regard sci
entific research as an intellectual activity of
value in and for itself, entirely apart from the
possible value to society of its applications.
His teachers are free to stimulate this trend
in his development because they are seldom
engaged in applied research, and usually are
not under pressure to do research at all except
for the fun of it. Thus the small-college sci
ence teacher can kindle the interest of his
honors students in original investigation by the
spontaneity of his own personal and unfettered
interests.
This process can be greatly aided by the
intellectual detachment possible in the small
college. Sooner or later every creative scholar
must develop to a high degree an independence
from the thought and handiwork of others. In
the hurly-burly of a busy research center, how
ever, the ideas and actions of those around him
intrude upon his thinking, and inevitably shape
it to a large extent. We hear much nowadays
of interdepartmental laboratories, of cross-fer
tilization between the conventional branches of
science, and of the benefits of applying the
techniques in one field to the researches in an
other. There is no question of the productivity
of this kind of business. As a method for gen
erating the celebrated "flash of genius," how
ever, it is still unproved. Very likely the
creative flash rs still something which comes
as well, or better, from a falling apple as from
moving a cyclotron into a medical research
laboratory.
The qualities and influences I have just
ascribed to the small liberal-arts college are
possessed by our own in abundance. They are
being used in most effective fashion now in

another field of creative scholarship — that of
the written word. We are all proud of the
standing of The Kenyon Review in the world of
letters. The stimulus which the Revieiv and re
lated activities have given to undergraduate
scholarship at Kenyon is recognized by all who
are in touch with the College. Can we not ex
pect, then, the same kind of results in the sci
ences from the Kenyon environment?
The College is fortunate in having a staff
of high calibre in the natural sciences and in
mathematics, and I am sure that their influence
on their students approaches the ideal which I
have just described. The question is often
raised, of course, as to whether it is feasible
to do modern research in a small college, what
with the heavy investment in elaborate and
costly instrumentation usually associated with
research in larger institutions. I believe this
question can be answered affimatively, and
would like to document the answer with an
illustration drawn from personal experience.
In 1938, during the course of some work in
Europe, I met a friend, Dr. J. F. King of
Williams College, who was spending a year in
Hahn's laboratory at the Kaiser-Wilhelm In
stitute in Berlin. He was working on the
chemistry of the radioactive elements known
at that time, and mentioned with enthusiasm
the stimulus and the rich store of ideas for
future work he had received from Hahn. When
I queried him about the opportunity for carry
ing out this work in a small college like Wil
liams, he said, "The beauty of Hahn's work is
the essential simplicity of the experimental
side. I will be able to do nearly as much at
Williams in that direction as I can do here.
Of course, the stimulus of contact with Hahn
has been the really important thing for me."
The stimulus of close intellectual contact
— this is the great advantage Kenyon has to
offer to all her students in all fields of learn
ing, in the sciences as in the humanities. If
Kenyon men receive here a lasting conviction
of the worth of "aimless research" — or if
you prefer, the worth of the enlargement .of
knowledge for its own sake — then Kenyon
will contribute more than her share in the
future, as she has in the past, of our country's
intellectual leaders. If this tradition continues
it will be only a matter of time until we join
our two sister Ohio colleges — Oberlin and
Wooster — in that select circle of institutions
whose graduates have received the Nobel award.

